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 Village tourism is a type of tourism which integrates nature, culture, education, 
and the active participation of the local. It is intended to improve the community’s 
prosperity. This model aligns with the Community Economy (CE) concept which 
advocates for people’s well-being. This paper aims to describe the ways in which 
village tourism is incorporated in a CE course in economics department using 
problem-based learning (PBL) method and explore the development of students’ 
characteristics out of the learning process. The subjects of this research were 3 
lecturers and 90 students from a state university and a private university in 
Indonesia. The research design was mixed research. The data collection techniques 
include observation, interview, and documentation. The research results show that 
1) village tourism condition can be integrated into themes related to CE materials 
such as CE’s basic concept, development model, policy, strategy, and partnership, 
society’s empowerment, cooperative and micro small-medium enterprise, poverty 
alleviation, and 2) student’s characteristics developed during the project. The 
researchers set some criteria to be observed: nationalistic, hardworking, creative, 
environmentally conscious, independent and cooperative, and after the 
observation, this research found that there was an increase in all these criteria. PBL 
encourages students to develop villages in Indonesia and find ways to increase 
national income and create sustainable development. 

Keywords: village tourism, Community Economy, problem-based learning, character 
building, learning 
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INTRODUCTION 

Tourism is one of the key factors in economic growth. Various studies indicate the 
positive impacts of tourism towards the economic growth in some countries, such as 
Latin America (Eugenio-Martin, 2004), Costa Rica (Jacobson & Robles, 1992), 
Indonesia (Nizar, 2011) and South Africa (Fayissa et al., 2007; Phiri, 2016). The 
number of village tourism in Indonesia is currently on the rise due to the continuous 
development of various types of tourism. In Yogyakarta, for example, the number of 
tourist villages rose from 80 in 2014 to 135 villages in 2020 (Bapeda, 2021). 

Rural tourism and village tourism are synonymous. This paper focuses on village 
tourism and the role of higher education in the development of this type of tourism. The 
involvement of a higher education institution is channeled through the principle of 
tridarma: education, research, and community service. In this way, knowledge 
development must be integrated with the needs of the community. In the field of 
tourism, the university’s involvement can be viewed as a required sub-element for 
sustainable village tourism (Romadhon, 2013; Satria, 2009). Village tourism has 
significantly increased local income in China (Shuqiang, 2009), optimized the structure 
of village industry in China (Zhang, 2012), eliminated poverty in Iran (Aref & Gill, 
2009), and contributed to sustainable development in Romania (Dorobantu & 
Nistoreanu, 2012).  

Though tourism provided several positive impacts, the activities related to tourism could 
also bring negative impacts. For examples, environmental damage (Limbong & 
Soetomo, 2013) economic loss (Wang, 2020) if the local people are not well trained in 
tourism industry, and social disadvantages such as population density, decreasing 
quality of life and cultural degradation (Schneider, 1993; Hayati, et.al., 2020). 

The university should function not only to provide learning opportunities but also to 
stimulate innovation and solution for sustainable village tourism (Carlisle, et.al 2013). 
One of the potential courses to address this issue is Community-Economy (CE). 

Community Economy creates vibrant sustainable local economies. The purpose of 
learning CE for students of higher education is to acquire values of economic 
democracy that ensures every citizen to actively participate in the economy regardless of 
social status, race, sex, etc. (Johanisova & Wolf,2012). CE gets its hand on uncertain 
and complex economic problems and thus contributes to a kind of political economy of 
which will be supported by the ecological economy (Akbulut & Adaman 2020). 
Moreover, CE is compatible with the universally accepted substantive democracy 
(Couret-Branco, 2016), and in its implementation, it must ensure an economy of, by, and 
for the people.  

To date, CE courses mainly use textbooks as learning materials and resources. Learning 
activities are mostly conducted in classroom using several types of cooperative learning 
methods, such as Teams Game Tournament (TGT), and Student Team Achievement 
Division (STAD) role playing (Baroroh, et al., 2011). The learning resources are 
textbooks and exhibition. However, these learning resources and methods are still 
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unable to precisely prescribe solutions to solve the existing problems in the community. 
It is suggested that students should broaden their knowledge with a variety of other 
learning resources (Wijiningsih et al.,2017) such as fieldwork in tourist village.  

Direct observation to tourist villages can be considered as the learning resources in 
studying CE. The co-management concept of village tourism aligns with the “triple co” 
(co-ownership, co-determination, and co-responsibility) concept (Swasono 2018).  

The students enrolled in CE courses need to carry out some planning, implementation, 
and evaluation in village tourism which stimulates important local economies. This 
paper argues that this kind of observation project will both enhance students’ interests in 
CE courses and build students’ characteristics in terms of nationalism, hardworking 
ethos, creativity, environmental awareness, independence and cooperation 

In Indonesia, research on village tourism has been conducted by Rahmatullah (2016) 
while research on CE has been conducted by Wulandari, et al. (2017). PBL has been 
studied by many scholars such as Guo, et al., (2020), Parrado-Martínez, & Sánchez-
Andújar (2020). However, none of those incorporated CE courses in village tourism 
using PBL method.  

The purposes of this study are (1) to explore the ways in which village tourism is 
incorporated into CE courses in an undergraduate education and (2) to examine how 
students develop their characteristics after their involvement in the project.  

Literature Review 

Community Economics and Tourism Village 

The teaching and learning model of CE courses in universities across Indonesia varies. 
For example, it is taught through a course at the study center in Gadjah Mada University 
(UGM). In Malang State University (UM), CE is amongst options of concentration in 
the Development Economics Study Program. Meanwhile, at UNY, it is taught as a 
compulsory course with 2 credits. The subjects studied at UM are CE, microfinance, 
policies of community economic development, CE management, CE in practices, and 
seminar on CE (Wulandari, et al, 2017).  

The term “CE” in the Indonesian language is “ekonomi kerakyatan” or civics economy, 
which is a new concept in economics. This term is also translated as “democratic 
economy” (Mubyarto, 2005). However, this research prefers to use the term “community 
economy” which was coined by Mit Wicaksono and popularized by Wulandari (2017) 
because this term is inherent with community economic development and is based on the 
fourth article of Pancasila that promotes an economy of “from, by, and for the people. 

The principle of CE is the production by everyone, for everyone, and under the 
ownership of everyone (Awang et.al., 2012; Swasono, 2019). This also applies to the 
concept of village tourism that enables local people to equally obtain national welfare 
(Putri, et.al, 2019, Herawati, et.al, 2018, Arida, et.al,2019, Boy, 2019). One indicator in 
the CE is co-ownership which arises in co-management. Co-management is defined as 
the division of power and responsibilities in the use of resources between the central and 
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local governments (Berkes, 2009). Co-management is necessary in administering village 
tourism (Romadhon, 2013). Furthermore, the implementation of co-management is not 
only about power-sharing and responsibility but also about cooperation, participation, 
the advancement of local knowledge, and the use of both traditional and scientific 
knowledge on ecology (Miller et al, 2010; Hermawan, 2016). 

Previous studies on village tourism focused on the following issues. First, local 
economy-based strategies for ecotourism development becomes part of the poverty 
alleviation program (Satria, 2009). The findings point out the importance of a 
collaboration with Student Association for Nature Lovers in order to elicit creative ideas 
to develop ecotourism. Second, a model of socio-cultural and environmental wisdom-
based sustainable ecotourism in tourist village may serve as the guidelines for the 
government in making policies on sustainable tourism and regional economic 
independence (Haryanto, 2014). Third, in the field of education, a module with project-
based learning approach about ecotourism in coastal areas and oceans was developed in 
Universitas Negeri Malang for tourism geography course (Syafiudin, et.al., 2016). 
Fourth, it is suggested that the teacher should recommend the students to broaden their 
knowledge by learning from external resources such as TV, internet, and tourist village 
(Wijingsih, et al. 2017). For the teachers, it is advised that the teaching materials include 
the topic that raise environmental awareness. Fifth, a character-based eco-culture from 
the perspective of Pancasila economics was developed (Rahmatullah, 2016). Pancasila 
is Indonesia’s national guiding principle (Agussalim, et.al, 2021). Sixth, environmental 
education to the important segment of Costa Rica local people who traditionally are not 
covered by schools or government development projects had been provided (Jacobson 
and Robles, 1992), but their education model was informal. On the contrary, this 
research is focused on formal education at the university level. 

PBL and Character Building 

One of the learning processes that can be done to understand village tourism is through 
PBL. The strength of this method is its ability to improve student’s achievement 
(Doppelt, 2003). Combined PBL and community research to enhance the student’s 
learning process has been conducted and it was found that this combined methods by 
allowing students to learn by doing while still being supervised by the professor and 
supported by the community can be a substantial and meaningful experience for the 
students. (Arantes do Amaral & Rodrigues, 2018). It is particularly to increase student’s 
motivation. The findings of research by Perrault & Albert (2018) indicated that the 
implementation of PBL may lead to positive changes in student’s attitudes such as 
severity, environmental awareness, self-efficacy, respond-efficacy, and intention to 
behave sustainably in the future. To sum up, PBL can be combined with other learning 
methods and may affect the development of students’ characteristics. Nowadays, 
education is focused on making students more active and sensitive during the 
collaborative learning process (Kolesnikova, et al., 2020). PBL has the potential to build 
characteristics such as nationalistic, hard-working, creative, and environmentally 
conscious (Rina., et al., 2018; Nurtanto, et al., 2020). 

The explanation above can be illustrated in a chart as follow:  
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Figure 1 
The conceptual framework 

Incorporating village tourism into CE courses is important because students should be 
encouraged to care about the development of village in Indonesia. That way, they need 
to develop the following characteristics: nationalistic, hardworking, creative, 
environmentally conscious, independent, and cooperative. Students need to maintain 
these characteristics even after they graduate because these are needed to develop 
economic sovereignty of their country. Village tourism is chosen in this research 
because Yogyakarta has a lot of growing tourist villages. Yogyakarta as one of 
Indonesia’s tourism centers can be a model for the development of village tourism. This 
model can be a future reference for students if they wish to develop village tourism in 
Indonesia. Based on the interviews conducted in the beginning of the project, most of 
the students said that they were not aware of the potential of a tourist village for the 
community’s wealth. Problem-Based Learning describes a concrete phenomenon and 
problems in the community (Gou, 2020; Arantes do Amaral, 2018). By applying this 
approach in a class, students and teachers can collaborate to find solutions to some 
concrete problems in the society.  

METHOD 

Design 

This study is based on a mixed method research design (Cresswell & Clark, 2017). 
While the qualitative analysis was employed to understand the utilization of tourist 
villages in CE course, the quantitative analysis was used to figure out the students’ 
character building.  

Participants 

The participants of this study included 90 Economics Education students who enrolled 
in a CE course (45 in a private university and 45 in a state university) aged between 18 
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and 20 years old, and 3 lecturers (one was teaching and the other two were observing). 
Upon completion of the university degree, these students will become economics 
teachers in high school.  

Data Collection 

The data collection techniques in this research included observations, interviews, and 
documentation. 

Observation. This step was conducted by the lecturer and the two observers. The object 
under observation were the students’ characteristics. The data were obtained from the 
notes taken during the class activities both in the classroom and in the fieldwork and 
interactions with the students. The observation guideline was used to monitor the 
frequency of students’ character-building changes. The frequency was measured by 
these levels: never (1), rarely (2), sometimes (3), often (4), always (5). 

Table 1 
The observation guideline 

Characteristics Indicator 

Hard working The initiative, diligence, good setting, resourcefulness (Lickona, 1992) 

Creative The idea to develop village tourism, to find new solutions to a problem (Karwowski, et 
al., 2020) 

Nationalistic  Purchase and use local products rather than imported goods and love the motherland 
(Breton, 1964; Nelson, 1976) 

Environmentally 
conscious 

No littering, not damage the environment, more respect for natural resources and cultural 
heritage (Pane & Patriana, 2016) 

Independent Not depending on somebody else, trying to solve own problems, making efforts to 
improve one’s attitude (Samani, & Hariyanto, 2011) 

Cooperative Working in team to attain the shared goal and benefit, helping friends in need during the 
observation (Gächter, et al., 2010) 

During the initial stage of learning, the lecturer observed the student’s apparent attitudes 
in PBL. The steps in PBL are: 1) Students and lecturer decided the project’s theme, 
goal, design, 2) Students collected information, analyzed the data, presented the 
findings, and evaluated the project (Van Lam, 2011). 

Interview. It is a semi-structured interview done through dialogue, in-person Q&A with 
the students. The results of the interview are outlined in the summary. The interview 
guide consists of 7 questions: advantages, disadvantages of tourism villages as well as 
the difficulties in implementing tourism villages reflected by residents. The questions 
include: 1) How is village tourism as a learning resource incorporated into CE courses? 
2) Is the use of village tourism as a learning source effective? Why? 3) What are the 
advantages and disadvantages of using village tourism as a learning resource for 
students? 4) What facilities are provided by the tourist villages that make them worth 
visiting by the students? 5) What do the locals say about the use of village tourism for 
the undergraduate courses? 6) Is there any objection to the use of village tourism as a 
learning resource for CE courses? 7) What are the obstacles encountered during the 
process?  

Documentation. Lecturers checked on students’ notes which consist of activity journal, 
transcript from the interview and observation by the students in the field, photos and 
videos when they were in the tourist village.   
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Data Analysis 

This research used the Interactive Analysis model by Miles, et al. (2014) to analyze 
qualitative data. The procedure included data collection, data reduction, data display, 
and conclusions. To check for trustworthiness, the data validity test was done through 
the triangulation of the sources and methods. This research used percentages to present 
quantitative data. Paired t-test was employed to understand participants’ characteristics 
between at the beginning of the study and at the end of the observation. 

FINDINGS 

This section provides the details of the research findings. The discussion includes the 
explanation about the learning activity, starting from the initial stage up to the analysis 
based on the classroom observations by the lecturers. 

The Learning Activity 

The Initial Stage of Problem Orientation. In groups, students figured out the problems in 
their tourist villages. In the first meetings, students were divided into a group of 5. The 
tourist villages that the students selected are as follow: 

Table 2 
The list of tourist villages that the students as a group selected  

SU: State University PU: Private University 

Before they went to the field, the lecturer and students carefully read the guidelines of 
village tourism. At the sites, students recorded and documented the results of their 
survey.  

Stage Guiding research /group survey. Students studied the development model of CE, 
students in the CE book. Students were still confused when being asked to relate the CE 
with village tourism. Most of them did not completely fill out the form. The lecturer 
provided feedback.  

Group Name of the tourist village Features of the tourist village  

1 SU Kembangarum  Nature 

2 SU Sidoakur Culture 

3 SU Pentingsari Nature 

4 SU Pulesari Nature 

5 SU Tembi Culture 

6 SU Brayut Culture 

7 SU Kelor  History  

8 SU Kauman Culture 

9 PU Kotagede  Culture 

10 PU Kasongan Culture 

11 PU Mangunan Nature 

12 SU Gamplong Culture 

13 PU Taman sari  History 

14 PU Kadipaten Culture 

15 PU Pluneng Nature 

16 PU Kelor 2 Nature 

17 PU Rumah Dome Culture 

18 PU Ngampilan Culture 
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During the stage of developing and presenting the results of the observation. The 
students present their observation results in front of the class. The meetings in this 
tourist village can be an example of the development of CE. 

The learning activity in each meeting both in and outside of the classroom, findings 
from the tourist village, activity/method, and characteristics that emerge is described in 
the following table.  

Table 3 
The activities during the CE class and characteristics that emerged 

 

Meeting Subject matter Findings in a tourist village Activities/ 

Methods 

Characteristics 

that appear 

1 Introduction PBL 

and observation 

plan 

 

The lecturer explained the course outline of CE course. 

Students selected one of 135 the tourist villages from the 

list.  

Orientation/ 

Discussion  

Creative, 

Nationalistic 

2 The essence of CE, 

the development of 

Kembangarum 

tourist village  

 

Village tourism can increase people’s income. The local 

people have managed their tourist village through 

ownership, decision making and responsibilities. Students 

sought the connection between the course materials on 

village development and facts they found in the tourist 

village 

Discussion 

 

Creative, 

Independent 

3 The village tourism 

development 

model in CE 

Participative Development Model and “padat karya” can 

be developed in a tourist village. Village tourism allows its 

citizens to develop their village, where local people can 

participate in the development by providing homestay, 

culinary, tourist guide, and so forth. 

Presentatio

n of the 

results of 

observation 

Nationalistic, 

Hardworking, 

Creative 

4 The policy of CE 

and village tourism  

The policy should be integrated and wholistic between the 

government, village, and village administration. The natural 

environment should be preserved. 

Discussion Environmentall

y conscious 

5 Poverty alleviation 

in the tourist 

village 

They concluded that tourist village played an important role 

in absorbing the workforce in order to alleviate poverty in 

the area 

Jigsaw Nationalistic, 

Hardworking, 

Creative 

6 The strategy for 

CE development 

Tourist village in Sidoakur (Sleman Regency) had the 

potential to increase the local people’s income by providing 

culinary, homestay and tourist guide.  

It had the potential to increase the local people’s income. 

Discussion Hardworking, 

Creative 

7&8 MSMEs in Tourist 

Villages 

Cooperation among MSMEs, in the village, among 

villages, district, regency.  They learned that the UMKM in 

the area was related to marketing and limited access to 

information service as well as lack of education of the local 

children.  

STAD  Nationalistic, 

Creative 

9&10 Cooperative in 

Pulesari tourist 

village 

The koperasi has not been established formally, but they 

already have joint cooperation among Group Tani dusun 

(Group Tani Sumber Mulyo), USEPKM (Usaha Ekonomi 

Produktif Keluarga Miskin), KUBE (Group Usaha 

Bersama). They had a forum called Pokdarwis (Group 

Sadar Wisata) at the level of district and regency, so there 

was a partnership between tourist village managements 

Presentatio

n 

 

Independent, 

Cooperative 

11&12 Empowerment of 

the CE in the 

tourist village of 

Tembi and Brayut 

There is participatory APBDes planning (Anggaran 

Pendapatan dan Belanja Desa). It is conducted 

transparently and equally. 

Discussion  Cooperative  

13&14 The partnership is 

related to the 

tourist village of 

Kelor 

Kelor works together with villages located near to Sleman. 

Partnership with other tourist villages are visible from how 

these villages help and complete each other in culinary, 

accommodation, and information 

Presentatio

n 

 

Cooperative 
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Village Tourism as Learning Resources 

Based on in-depth interviews and observation, village tourism can be utilized as the 
learning resource for a CE course because residents usually offer services to tourists and 
visitors, such as homestay, handicrafts, culinary, etc. Village tourism can be an effective 
learning resource for students since they are able to see directly the economic condition 
run by local people through the presence of tourist villages. 

The data from interviews/observations reveal some advantages of incorporating village 
tourism as a learning resource into a CE course. Students got direct experience and new 
ideas that could be recommended to the local residents to improve village tourism 
management. Students got inspiration for their thesis that may make some contribution 
to village tourism in the future. Besides, students were able to do social analysis and 
suggested ways to implement what they have learned from village tourism in Yogyakarta 
to their villages.  

For example, students were assigned to identify the problems that arise in tourist 
villages from CE perspective. Students identified the welfare of the local people who 
live in the areas. This provided a meaningful learning experience to the students and 
challenged them to conduct research in village tourism (McConnell & Marton, 2011). 

Direct observations in the tourist village raised student’s environmental awareness. This 
awareness leads to a commitment to constantly make serious efforts to fix the existing 
natural damages. It also included students’ ability to transform wastes into commodities 
with added values. Hence, village tourism can be a model of CE.  

However, direct observation to tourist villages also has disadvantages. First, it is a 
burden for students because it is very time-consuming due to the distance, bureaucracy 
issues, etc. It takes more efforts to do the teamwork and to deal with the varying 
condition of the tourist village. Some villages are not prepared to welcome students 
doing observation in their area. 

As long as village tourism provides students with students’ visit room, socialization 
materials of the village condition, and a chance to do village tour directly, the village’s 
facilities can be categorized as decent or worth visiting. Other facilities that will ideally 
accommodate visitors’ needs are Wi-Fi, easy access to the village, restaurants and 
hotels, and strategic location near healthcare centres such as Puskesmas (clinic) or 
hospitals. This is consistent with the findings of Ma’ruf (2017).  

Putting village tourism as the learning resource was supported by local government and 
residents of the tourist village. Students stated that while they were at the village 
tourists, they did not find any party who opposed the program.    
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Student’s Characteristic Development through Problem-Based Learning 

 
Figure 2 
Histogram of characteristic categorization such as nationalistic, hardworking, creative, 
environmentally conscious, independent, and cooperative at the beginning and the end 
of the course (%). 

Throughout the learning process, the observers took notes of every detail related to the 
students’ character development. They checked the extent to which each student became 
more nationalistic, hardworking, creative, environmentally conscious, independent, and 
cooperative before and after the PBL. Based on the observation, it is found that 
students’ characteristics improved in all categories. For example, after the PBL, students 
became more proactive and often took initiatives in doing stuffs. Another example is on 
how they care about the environment. Before the PBL, the students sometimes ignored 
the cleanliness of the classroom, but then they always voluntarily clean it. This change is 
also reflected in the t-paired test as follows:  
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Table 4 
Paired samples statistics 

  Mean N 
Std. 
Deviation 

Std. Error 
Mean 

Pair 1 NationalisticPre 2.8556 90 .84216 .08877 

NationalisticPos 3.7222 90 .73481 .07746 

Pair 2 Hardworking Pre 3.0222 90 .73405 .07738 

Hardworking Pos 3.6667 90 .67040 .07067 

Pair 3 Creative Pre 3.5667 90 .90006 .09487 

Creative Pos 3.8444 90 .77765 .08197 

Pair 4 Environmentally conscious Pre 3.2222 90 .85824 .09047 

Environmentally conscious s 3.8778 90 .74695 .07873 

Pair 5 Independent Pre 3.24 90 1.335 .141 

Independent Post 4.21 90 .880 .093 

Pair 6 Cooperative Pre 3.19 90 1.027 .108 

Cooperative Post 4.12 90 .946 .100 

In social sciences, the alternative hypothesis is considered significant if the value is less 
than 0.005 (Johnson, V. E., 2013). In this research, the pair t-test shows a significance of 
0.000. Therefore, there is a significant difference in the character of students before and 

after PBL activities by utilizing tourist villages as a source of economic learning. At the 

beginning of the course, the lecturer used the observation guidelines to measure the 
student’s characteristic development. From the early data and observation, it can be seen 
that some students were still at the levels of “rarely” and “never”.  

At the end of the course, the students become more nationalistic, hardworking, creative, 
environmentally conscious, independent, and cooperative. For examples, they could 
perform well in teamwork, appreciate their friends’ opinions better, become more fluent 
and confident in expressing ideas, became more enthusiastic about classroom 
discussions and more responsible for the assignments. A student said: “I’m becoming 
more independent when doing my own work with my team. For example, to prepare the 
documentation of the tourist village. I can’t rely on my friends because they have their 
own work.” Students’ sense of being cooperative emerged particularly when they did 
field observation in the assigned tasks and made a presentation describing the results of 
their observations. 

DISCUSSION 

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that the frequency of characteristics 
increased. It indicates that there was an improvement in the efforts to raise the sense of 
nationalism. This is reflected in students’ activities during the teaching-learning process: 
1) After looking at other sources, students understand that tourist village in Indonesia is 
beautiful and thus having potential, 2) Students became proud of their own cultural 
heritage, natural resources, and village history 3) Students were proud to develop 
villages in Indonesia.  
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The data also show that there is an improvement in student’s hardworking and creative 
categories Again, it is in accordance with the research findings by (Parrado-Martínez & 
Sánchez-Andújar, 2020).  

Some students said that they saw, “the tourist village community leaders working hard to 
make their village more attractive for tourism. This experience inspires me to work 
hard.”  

The data show that students are becoming more hardworking after the PBL. This is 
reflected on the students’ activity in their learning process such as 1) Students have plan 
to develop the tourist village in their hometown to improve the economy 2) Tourist 
village makes students think more creatively, 3) Students have ideas to develop new 
tourist villages 4), Students are confident that they could overcome the challenges when 
they are building the tourist village in their area, and 5) During the observation, students 
must deal with bureaucracy and they were keen on coming to the tourist villages until 
they meet the informants or the staff of the tourism village in person. 

The effort to raise environmental awareness is increasing. It is reflected in the student’s 
activities during the learning process: 1) Students argue that tourist village must be 
developed in accordance with the environment, 2) Once the students understand the 
reasons why tourist village is important, they love environment better, 3) Students 
believe that clean environment can provide more economic values for local people, 4) 
Students believe that used goods such as handycrafts from recycled materials  have 
economic values if they are managed properly. These findings aligned with those of 
Rahmatullah (2016) and Genc (2015).  

The findings of this research show that village tourism can be integrated with the 
materials for a CE course, particularly the PBL method. It may also develop a student’s 
characteristics (Perrault & Albert, 2018). It is to enrich students’ experience, which is 
also in line with Arantes do Amaral et al. (2018) and Wijiningsih et al. (2017). Besides, 
this course helped students to improve their abilities to overcome obstacles in 
developing village tourism, to convince the local people to take part in developing the 
tourist village, and to design projects that would be beneficial to both students and 
villagers whose area has tourism potential. It is in line with the study by Kizkapan & 
Bektas (2017). 

PBL method for this class allows students to be more critical towards issues related to 
village tourism in Indonesia.  

Tourist village can be an interesting learning resource as photos and videos that they 
took during the observation can be used as learning media for them in the future when 
they teach. It is in line with researches by Vazquez & Chiang (2014) and Vidal, et.al 
(2020). This activity will lead to a better and fun learning outcome.  

The learning process can be challenging due to the complexity of problems and 
students’ lack of interest (Ball & Pelco, 2006). That is why this study is beneficial for 
curriculum designers, as it can be a model for developing a CE course that is concerned 
with both tourism village and youth’s involvement in its development. Characteristics 
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developed through this course are expected to be a human resource capital for national 
tourism development.  

CONCLUSION 

This research shows how village tourism is potentially incorporated into a CE course by 
implementing PBL. It can be used as learning media during the student’s pre-service 
teaching and in the future when they teach their own class. The materials related to the 
CE course can be integrated into such themes as the core concept of CE, village 
development, the CE development model, poverty alleviation, Micro Small-Medium 
Enterprise (MSMEs), and village tourism, the empowerment of CE, and partnership.  

Village tourism as a learning resource may also contribute to students’ characteristic 
development in terms of nationalism, hardworking ethos, creativity, and environmental 
awareness, independence, and cooperation. These characteristics are needed to enhance 
student’s personal and professional development especially in this globalization era. 
This model is potential to be applied in other courses with similar goal, that is, to 
develop tourist villages across the country. It is important to be taught because most 
Indonesian population live in the village, and village tourism has high economic value 
which is beneficial to increase the GDP.  

This project can serve as a sample learning model for teaching CE which incorporates 
the local tourism into a college course and makes college learning experiences more 
meaningful. Students in the future can also apply this method in high schools where they 
teach. That way, this project is sustainable and has multiplier effect for their students. 

This study can be a baseline for Dikti (Ministry of Higher Education) to develop CE 
course at the university level. Many studies have been done on ecotourism and village 
tourism, but none of those was used as a learning resource for CE courses at the Faculty 
of Economics across universities in Indonesia. In Indonesia, small-medium enterprise 
and rural economy is important because it is very crucial in Indonesian economic. It is 
recommended that Dikti offers greater research opportunities which is concerned with 
community economy and sustainable development.  
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